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he 4th ANSO Governing Board (GB) Meeting was 
successfully held online on 9th October 2021 with 
the participation of representatives of all nine GB T

organizations. Prof. BAI Chunli, President of ANSO, 
extended both a welcome speech and concluding remarks. 
The ANSO progress report 2021 was presented by Prof. 
CAO Jinghua, Executive Director of the ANSO Secretariat. 
Prof. Qasim Jan, Vice President of ANSO, proposed the 
amendment of ANSO Statutes and shared his suggestions 
on the GB election. Mr. WANG Zhenyu, Deputy Director 
General of the Bureau of International Cooperation of 
Chinese Academy of Science also attended the meeting.
The proposal of hosting a special ANSO General Assembly 
(GA) in late 2021 was presented by Prof. CAO Jinghua. As 
he mentioned, ANSO has to hold an election for a new GB 
within 2021 under advice from the Ministry of Civil Affairs 
(MCA), which is responsible for the registration and 
management of ANSO as an international organization in 

China. Meanwhile, major issues such as the election of the 
GB, the approval of new ANSO members, the amendment 
of ANSO Statutes and the adoption of major development 
strategies and policies, have to be approved by the GA 
according to the ANSO Statutes. Thus, a special online GA 
is the only option for completing the necessary tasks during 
the restrictions of the global pandemic.  
In the meeting, GB members reached consensus on an 
innovative way of electing new GB members through 
upcoming GA soon, amending the ANSO Statutes, endorse-
ment of the eight new member applications and endorse-
ment of the ANSO 2021annual progress report. The GB 
also determined that a face-to-face ANSO GA to be held in 
Moscow when circumstances allow. The GB members also 
endorsed the future development strategy for ANSO, which 
includes joint funding arrangements with Thailand and the 
APN (Asia-Pacific Network for Global Change Research), 
the idea of generating extra funding from the industrial 
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sector through ANSO’s provision of 
services, launching the ANSO Young 
Investigator Program, and the idea of 
creating ANSO regional offices both in 
China and around the world. Other 
major topics of discussion were big-sci-
ence collaboration, expanding ANSO 
membership, gender and regional 
balance in ANSO activities, and 
technology transfer for wellbeing. 
The meeting concluded by emphasizing 
that ANSO should keep focusing on 
common key challenges and further 
development of its interface with other 
international organizations. Although the 
pandemic has changed our life forever, it 
is a powerful reminder for ANSO of how 
to turn challenges into opportunities. 
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humans capture more messages from 
the universe. The ANSO-MISSPAD 
2021 Annual Symposium was hosted by 
the Institute of Atmospheric Physics 
(IAP) of the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences (CAS) and cosponsored by the 
Beijing Normal University (BNU) and 
the Chinese Academy of Meteorological 
Sciences (CAMS). Due to the impact of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the confer-
ence was hosted as a combination of 
online and offline.
Countries along the Belt and Road 
(B&R) are prone to meteorological 
disasters due to their particular 
geographical locations. Timely and 
accurate prediction of extreme meteoro-

logical hazards is an important way to 
support scientific disaster prevention, 
which is crucial for ensuring the safety 
of the public and property, protecting 
the environment, and promoting 
socio-economic stability and develop-
ment in B&R countries. In order to 
better support disaster prevention, 
mitigation, and sustainable development 
along related regions, the conference 
invited more than 60 experts and 
scholars from across the region to 
exchange researches and provide 
scientific guidance and support for the 
implementation of the ANSO-MIS-
SPAD project. Guiding experts who 
were specially invited to attend the 
conference were Academician WU 

he 2021 annual symposium of the 
Multi-model-Integrated Subsea-
sonal-to-Seasonal Prediction, and 

Application in Disaster Risk Reduction 
(MISSPAD) project, has been held in 
the National Astronomical Observatory 
of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, 
Qiannan, Guizhou Province, 28-29 July 
2021. This symposium is funded by 
ANSO. The largest surface area 
telescope on the planet, FAST 
(Five-hundred-meter Aperture Spherical 
radio Telescope, also known as the 
China Skyeye) is located at the Obser-
vatory. FAST represents the new 
frontier in the evolution of the telescope 
and is the most sophisticated radio 
telescope known to man; helping 
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Guoxiong from IAP (CAS), Academician CHENG Deliang 
from the Gothenburg University of Sweden, Prof. Ailikun 
from the Assistant Executive Director of ANSO Secretariat, 
and Prof. ZHANG Chaolin from the Deputy Director of the 
Department of Earth Sciences, NSFC.
The symposium was chaired by Prof. REN Hongli from 
CAMS, Prof. YANG Jing from BNU, and Prof. JIAN Jun 
from Dalian Maritime University. At the beginning of the 
conference, Prof. AI delivered a speech on behalf of the 
ANSO Secretariat, briefly introducing basic information 
about the ANSO Secretariat and the scientific activities 
supported by ANSO. Prof. BAO Qing, the Co-Principal 
Investigator of the ANSO-MISSPAD project, reported the 
progress of the project from 2020 to 2021 and covered four 
aspects: the Subseasonal-to-Seasonal (S2S) prediction 
system and data center, participation in international 
programs, application of the S2S in B&R regions, and the 
talent education and seminars organized by the project. The 
symposium also heard reports from Chalump Oonariya 
from the Climate Center of the Thailand Meteorology 
Department, Porpattama Hammachukiattikul from Phuket 
Rajabhat University, Prof. WANG Weiqiang from 
CSL-CER, Prof. REN Hongli from CAMS, WANG Yi from 
the World Meteorological Center (Beijing) of CMA, Prof. 
SUN Xuguang from Nanjing University, YU Haipeng from 
the NIEER of CAS, Prof. Ho Chin Siang from UTM, Dr. 
Indira Kadel from Nepal, and Dr. Erkin K. Isaev from UCA. 
Finally, the scientific guidance consultants of the 
ANSO-MISSPAD project, academicians WU Guoxiong 
from IAP and Deliang Chen from the Gothenburg Universi-

ty of Sweden,  gave guidance and suggestions on key topics.
The symposium summarized the latest achievements, in the 
form of reports, posters, and free discussion made by the 
participants in the field of scientific research and application 
services. The participating experts enjoyed in-depth 
exchange and discussions on the three themes: climate 
variability and prediction in the B&R Region, new 
techniques for improving climate models and prediction in 
the B&R Region, and the 2020-2021 Season summary of 
climate prediction for the B&R Region. The experts also 
made plans for the next steps of the project.
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n Sept. 30, Gretchen Kalonji, co-chair 
of ANSO-DRR, and Dean of the 
Institute for Disaster Management and 

Reconstruction (IDMR), was awarded the 
China Friendship Award, in a ceremony in the 
Great Hall of the People. The Friendship 
Award is the highest award offered to foreign-

ers by the Chinese Government to recognize contributions to the 
economic and social development of China. The award was presented by 
Chinese Vice Premier LIU He, and Prof. Kalonji was subsequently 
invited with the other award recipients to join an event hosted by 
Chinese Premier LI Keqiang in the Hebei Hall. 
Prof. Gretchen Kalonji assumed the position of Dean of the Institute for 
Disaster Management and Reconstruction (IDMR) at Sichuan University 
in May 2016. She previously served as the Assistant Director General for 
Natural Sciences at the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultur-
al Organization (UNESCO), as Director of International Strategy Develop-
ment for the 10-campus University of California system, as Kyocera Prof. 
of Materials Science at the University of Washington, and as Associate 
and Assistant Prof. of Materials Science at MIT. In 2019, she co-founded 
ANSO-DRR with Prof. Cui Peng, academician of the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences. ANSO-DRR brings together the wisdom of international scien-
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tists focusing on natural disaster risk reduction, including 
such topics as ecological and environmental protection, 
cooperative disaster reduction mechanisms, and sustainable 
development. ANSO-DRR also has a strong focus on higher 
education capacity development, personnel training, and 
building new models for international cooperation through 
which universities, research institutes and academies of 
science can jointly tackle common challenges, and further 
advance the implementation of the United Nations Sendai 
Framework for Disaster Reduction 2015-2030 and the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development, particularly among 
countries on the Belt and Road. ANSO-DRR currently 
involves 30 partners in 17 countries.
Prof. Kalonji has been working closely with China for 22 
years and has made remarkable contributions to the devel-
opment of research and education in China. She was 
awarded the TIANFU Friendship Award in 2020. Prof. 
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Kalonji has recently pioneered the new interdisciplinary 
field of “Integrated Disaster Sciences and Management”, an 
approach which integrates contributions from natural 
sciences and engineering, social sciences and disaster 
health sciences to address the pressing challenge of enhanc-
ing disaster resilience worldwide. In partnership with 
UNESCO, under the U-INSPIRE framework, she has 
worked with networks of young scholars from many 
countries in Asia, who collaborate across national boundar-
ies on disaster research.
She also co-leads the Secretariat of the Alliance of Alliances 
on Research and Education on Water and Disasters (AoA), 
which is a flagship initiative of the High-Level Panel on 
Water and Disasters, which has active participation from 
Chinese partners. Within Sichuan, Kalonji led the establish-
ment of the Ministry of Education’s Youth Disaster Preven-
tion and Reduction Education Base at Sichuan University, 
the creation of the Sichuan Province Emergency Manage-
ment Department - Sichuan University new key laboratory 
on “Integrated Disaster Sciences and Management”, and a 
“Natural Disaster Emergency Management and Post-Disas-
ter Reconstruction”, think tank, which she serves as the 
principal investigator. This think tank was successfully 
approved as one of the first 22 new-type think tanks in 
Sichuan province to provide consultation to the government.
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On 28 October 2021, ANSO released the 2021 Call 
for Applications for its scholarship program. 
Currently, the program supports 300 PhD candidates 
and 200 Masters students pursuing education at the 
University of Science and Technology of China, the 
University of Chinese Academy of Sciences 
(UCAS) and CAS institutes. A few changes have 
been made to the application procedure. All details 
can be found in the recent Call: http://www.an-
so.org.cn/programmes/talent/scholarship/

ANSO Online Conference: Workshop on Women 
in Science “Towards a Diversity of Research and 
Researchers”
 18-19 November 2021
 9:00 a.m. Budapest Time (CET) / 
 4:00 p.m. Beijing Time
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